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COLLINGWOOD

Abel has fun at the new playgroup centre near the Collingwood housing estate. Picture: DAVID SMITH N03ME608

Welcome mats laid for newcomers
Georgina Scambler

CHILDREN from newly-
arrived refugee and migrant
families will be welcomed to
the Melbourne community
by three new inner-city
playgroups.

Launched in Collingwood
last week, child rights
agency Save the Children

Australia’s intensive play
scheme ‘It Takes a Village’
(ITV) will help pre-school
aged children from the
Carlton, Collingwood and
Richmond housing com-
mission estates.

Save the Children Victoria
state manager Rupert North
said the program would
assist refugee and migrant

families build connections to
the community and local
services.

Save the Children early
childhood development co-
ordinator Jennifer Keyes
said all three inner-city
playgroups would have an
assistant from the local
migrant community to help
build relationships with

families. ‘‘It’s as much
about the parents as about
the child,’’ she said.

Mother of three Nezifa,
originally from Ethiopia,
said the playgroup was a
good way to meet people.

About 30 children enjoyed
face painting, music, craft
and other activities at
the launch.

RICHMOND

‘Odd bods and hippies’
PLANNING MINISTER’S SCATHING ATTACK ON YARRA COUNCILLORSPaula Maud

PLANNING Minister Mat-
thew Guy has launched a
blistering attack on Yarra’s
councillors, dismissing
them as a bunch of ‘‘odd
bods, socialists and hippies’’
who are indulging in stunts
ahead of this year’s council
election.

As reported by the Leader
last week, the counci l
slammed Mr Guy for a plan-
ning amendment that has

designated the area around
Richmond station for high-
density, mixed-use develop-
ments.

But Mr Guy said he had
spoken to representatives of
the council — including for-
mer chief executive Andi
Diamond and ex-mayor
Alison Clarke — three times
since the lead-up to the 2010
state election.

Mr Guy said the plans for
the station would be con-
fined to Government-owned
land immediately surround-
ing the station.

‘ ‘ I t ’ s o n e o f t h e k e y
stations in Melbourne and
in dire need of an upgrade. I
would have thought the
council would welcome
that,’’ he said.

Y a r r a M a y o r G e o f f

Barbour said he had never
met the minister during his
term, which began last
December.

Cr Barbour said a refer-
ence to ‘‘the Richmond Rail-
way Station Precinct’’ in the
planning scheme amend-
ment gave no indication as
to whether the area covered
was within 50m or 500m of
the station.

He laughed off the descrip-
tion of Yarra councillors.

‘‘There are a wide variety
of political views on council,
but we all have the interest
of the Yarra community at
heart,’’ Cr Barbour said.

What do you think of Mr
Guy’s description of Yarra’s
councillors?
melbourneleader.com.au

PLANNING

Council,
MP opt
for rail
over road
F E D E R A L O p p o s i t i o n
Leader Tony Abbott’s com-
mitment to the East-West
road link is a grab for the
easy vote at the expense of
Melbourne’s livability, say
inner-city politicians.

Earlier this month, Mr
Abbott said he would pro-
vide $1.5 billion to the road
link if elected next year.

He said inadequate road
infrastructure was having a
negative impact on Mel-
bourne’s productivity.

Last week Melbourne
Council granted approval for
the Linking Melbourne
Authority to do preliminary
drilling near Royal Park,
Parkville, on condition the
works be supervised by
council arboriculture and en-
gineering staff and that trees
and buildings be protected
from damage.

But Yarra Council argues
that the link would contrib-
ute to road congestion and
e n c o u r a g e m o r e c a r s
through inner-city streets.

The council, along with
federal Greens MP Adam
Bandt, is instead backing a
new rail link to Doncaster.

AT A GLANCE

� The Richmond train
station is earmarked for
high-density development

� Yarra Council has
criticised the decision,
prompting a furious
response from the Planning
Minister

� The council and Matthew
Guy are due to meet soon

ONLINE
News, views & 
competitions

Win tickets
THINKING of taking up
a trade? Or are you a

tradie thinking about a
change? Then the Herald
Sun Melbourne Trades Expo
at the Melbourne Exhibition
Centre on July 28 and 29
will have jobs on offer,
advice on how to move
from one trade to another,
informative seminars,
interactive stage
demonstrations and
information on interesting
apprenticeships from your
traditional plumber to new
and innovative green
trades. Leader has 100
family passes (for up to five
people to enter) to
giveaway. Each pass is
valued at $26. To enter go
melbourneleader.com.au
by 5pm, Sunday, July 22.

Local footy
KEEP up to date with
the latest from your

favourite suburban footy
team at Leader’s dedicated
site for news, match
reports and results:
localfooty.com.au
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NEWS 05

A vacancy exists for an independent member of the Audit Committee 
of Yarra City Council.

The Audit Committee operates under a Council adopted charter 
and is an Advisory Committee to Council. The key objective of the 
Committee is to provide independent assurance and assistance to 
the Chief Executive and the Council in relation to the Council’s risk, 
control and compliance framework, and its external accountability 
and legislative compliance responsibilities. 

Membership of the Committee includes two Councillors and three 
independent members. The term for independent members is three 
years and an orderly rotation of membership is in place.

Council welcomes expressions of interest from individuals with a 
professional financial, risk management, audit or local government 
management background. Further information and a copy of the 
Audit Committee Charter can be obtained by contacting Althea 
Wright, EA to the Director – Corporate and Financial Services, on 
9205 5419 or at Althea.Wright@yarracity.vic.gov.au

Expressions of interest from suitably qualified and experienced 
professionals should be sent to Jack Crawford, Director - Corporate 
and Financial Services, at P.O. Box 168, Richmond, 3121.  
Applications close on Friday 27 July 2012.

Independent Member – Yarra City Council Audit Committee

411 Swan Street, Richmond  9943 8589
435 Toorak Rd, Toorak 9826-5774

Mention this ad 
and receive a

75 min massage  
for only $69  

1 Hour Massage for only

$49
Plus receive a 

FREE $15 voucher to  
use on your next visit

Micro-derm facial plus 
receive a FREE $15 
voucher to use  
on your  
next visit $49

*bookings essential
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